
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

The Good Old Days 

 

     Jesus had already taken off and let them. And the apostles were all sitting around 

feeling very sad and low. They were probably thinking about all the things Jesus said to 

them and did for them when He was with them. Let’s face it, they were probably doing 

a lot of talking about the good old days and recalling a lot of Jesus memories. 

     I can almost hear one of them saying, “Remember when we used to sit on the hillside 

by the lake, with all the stars shining up above and listening to all the wonderful stories 

Jesus used to tell us? Those were the days! And we thought they would never end. And 

even though we were only fishermen and day workers, He made us feel like we were 

kings. He lifted up our hopes beyond anything we had ever dreamed possible.” 

     Then a second apostle responded, “Yes, all that is certainly true. But – and that is a 

big BUT – we didn’t listen to everything He had to say. At least we didn’t accept and 

put into action everything He had to say. We only heard and acted on what sounded 

good to us. And when He told us He was going up to Jerusalem and He was going to 

die there, it all went over our heads. And then when He told us that very soon He was 

going to be leaving us…well, we didn’t hear a word He had to say. We dismissed it 

with a shrug. But now He IS gone, and I can’t tell you how much I miss Him.” 

     And then a third disciple spoke up, “But don’t forget, He told us He is only gone for 

a short while. Sure, He told us it would be hard – like the labor of a woman giving birth 

– but after the child is born, our sorrows are going to be turned into joy. Just think of it! 

We are going to see Him again! And never again shall we leave Him out of our sight. 

And, as long as we look forward to that, we can be happy even now.”  I agree. No 

matter what happens in your life, be happy for this life is leading us to Jesus. 

     Everybody has good and bad days. You are not the only one to have bad days. 

Nobody goes for long feeling like they are on top of the world. As Jesus once said, “The 

sun shines on the good and the bad alike. The rain falls on the just and the unjust.” In 

this life good people are not always rewarded for their goodness. And bad aren’t 

always punished for their badness. We all experience both!  

     It’s only when we leave this earth that the sun will never stop shining and God’s joy 

will be ours forever. We will not only see Jesus, but we will be with Him. And  
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remember – wherever He is, the sun never sets. And we are going to have joys no one 

can take from us. 

     

*Inspired by John 16:20-23 


